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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
                                                                                

              Spring 2014 

Dear Friends of Lifeline: 

 
Our first annual Lifeline Gala will take place on May 10, 2014 at the 
beautiful U.S. Grant Hotel in San  Diego in their magnificent Presidential 
Ballroom.  This will be a  spectacular event!  
 
Our 7th annual " Day at the Races" at the Del Mar Racetrack was a    
resounding success. Ticket sales, silent and live auctions and donations 
made this a profitable and fun-filled ò Day at the Races.ó  
 
You are aware that the doctors and nurses all donate their own time   
and expertise, including the surgeries that are performed. They are true 
heroes!  The money that you so generously donate pays for the travel of 
these doctors and nurses, the medical equipment, medications, after    
surgery care, etc. 
 
In keeping with our motto: òheal and teachó,  in 2013, our cardiac,      
clinical and cranial facial teams: traveled to 16 countries, completed 26 
missions, treated 3500 children and trained 460 doctors and/or medical 
personnel. 
 
Often we are asked why we do what we do in other countries rather 
than in this country. One answer is that heart surgeries performed on       
a child in the United States could cost in excess of $ 100,000 while in the 
countries where we do the same type of heart surgery, it costs us $2000. 
That is 50 children to 1 whose lives are able to be saved.       
 
Thank you so much for your generosity and please know ð to the world 
you may be just one person  but to one child you can be the world!! 

 
                  

    Sincerely, 
 
 

                                   Salah M. Hassanein 

 

н 

Check us outéon the WEB 

In the fall of 2012 Childrenõs Lifeline initiated a 

fresh, new website.  The majority of visitors have 

been from the U.S. and Canada.  Numerous 

visitors from other countries have also viewed 

the site including Japan, Germany, Australia, 

United Kingdom, and India. The interactive 

Google world map allows you to see where the 

missions take place and identifies the local host 

hospitals.  Our òContactó page gives you a way 

to stay in touch through email. Please sign up 

for receiving electronic newsletters.  Under the 

òNewsó link, current and past newsletters are 

available. On our òGet Involvedó page, there 

are several ways you can support Lifeline.  If 

you have not visited, please accept this as an 

invitation to stop by. 

 (www.childrens-lifeline.org)                                       

We are anticipating your visit...  

Cover Image, Ecuador 2013  Mission Leader, Fabio Olarte, M.D. wrote, òDoctor Marilee Allen, a professor of Pediatrics at Johns Hopkins 

University and a member of the Children's Lifeline Neonatology visit ( September, 2013) to Guayaquil Ecuador and Dr. Reina Mayorga, a local          
neonatologist, evaluated together this premature  infant recovering from an acute illness at the Hospital Enrique Sotomayor's NICU. The importance   
of developmental care and of the skin to skin care of the newborn was reviewed and was concluded beneficial for the immediate recovery and the 
assistance in the growth of the critically ill neonate.ó 



THE GAMBIA / GUINEA -BISSAU 
 

Childrenõs Lifelineôs Missions are either clinical, surgical, training, craniofacial, cardiac care, neonatal and teaching or a 
combination. These Missions to the two countries in West Africa, The Gambia and Guinea- Bissau was a sorely needed     
clinical Mission.   

Twice a year, Childrenõs Lifeline partners with 
Dr. Robert Hamilton from Pacific Ocean       
Pediatrics and Lighthouse Medical Missions to 
evaluate and treat 100õs of children, some of 
whom are dying from malaria, pneumonia, 
bronchitis. They all ranged in age from a five 
months to 18 years of age.  Most all of the    
children have parasites, worms, intense pain, 
fever, vomiting, bacterial infections and much 
more. On this particular mission, 377 children 
were treated and given medication, vitamins, 
hygiene kits, anti-biotics, etc. and taught at 
home care. 

Making a differenceéone child at a time!!   
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ECUADOR 
 

òWe are all so extremely grateful for Lifelineõs continued 
commitment to improve the quality of medical care to 
the neo-nates and their families here.ó After returning 
from his teamõs 12th consecutive mission to Ecuador, Dr. 
Fabio Olarte, the missionõs lead doctor went on to say,                       
òThanks to Lifelineõs support, our multi-disciplinary         
Neonatology group from Johns Hopkins University and 
Frederick  Memorial Hospital was able to share our 
knowledge in the care of these critically ill newborns.ó 

There were 11 team members who participated in this  
yearõs mission where they conducted workshops in           
Pre-Natal Care, instruction on òSafe Sleepó and 
òPrevention of Shacking Baby Syndrome.ó 400 nurses, 
nurse students, and residents attended.  In addition, the 
Lifeline team helped establish a Hypothermia Program 
for the care of asphyxiated newborns. The group also 
took part in the ò4th International Congress of               
Obstetrics-Gynecology, Neonatology and Anesthesia.ó 
Lifelineõs presenters gave lectures during the 
òNeonatology Dayó on many topics, Including, the        
Developmental Care of the newborn, Red Cell          
Transfusions and Infection Control.  



HONDURAS 
òDespite torrential rains, this was a busy and eventful trip providing healthcare to 2000 patients in just 5 daysé      
65% of those were infants, children and newborns,ó writes Dr. P. Tatachar who led this successful  Neonatal Mission     
to Honduras  

For this mission, Childrenõs Lifeline partnered with AMIGA, and their Helping Babies Breathe Project. AMIGA is an    
educationally based, non-profit organization whose initiative was organized by a group of pediatricians in New York 
from the American Academy of Pediatrics. AMIGAõs purpose is to address the extremely high infant, neonatal and 
maternal mortality rate worldwideñprimarily in poor, rural, remote and mountainous areas where there is limited 
access to hospitals, no skilled providers and no access to any kind of  obstetric or/and neonatal care. Their goals are  
the same Childrenõs Lifelineõs goals--- to heal, teach and train.    

Workshops were conducted by Dr. Helen Kornblum, Sr. Raquel    
Ortez and Dr. Marco Tulio who have, over the past ten years, 
provided basic health care to thousands of impoverished     
people in Honduras. The workshops were enthusiastically     
attended by (among others) midwives from many different 
provinces, nursing  students with their supervisors, AND a local 
gentleman who has been delivering babies for over 30 years!  

Dr. Tatacher wrote, òThanks to the generosity of Childrenõs 
Lifeline International, we were able to go forward with this 
project and raise sufficient funds and provide training kits    
and manuals, etc.ó 
п 

HAITI  
This Mission to Haiti was a Neonatal mission. Dr. Patrick Leblanc and 
Dr. Lousidon Pierre of Brooklyn Hospital Center in conjunction with 
University Hospital of Haiti and Latter Day Saints Church, led this 
Haitian Mission. 

Drs. Pierre and Leblanc taught courses in òHelping Babies Breathe.ó 
The courses were taught in the capital city of Port-au ðPrince and 
again in the smaller town of Leogane. These courses prepare birth 
attendants to better care for newborns and to decrease the neonatal 
mortality in Haiti. At the end of the course, the participants received 
equipment with òhands onó  instruction and those participants, in 
turn, went on to demonstrate to other birth attendants. 

In addition, Nasal Cpap Kits were distributed to two hospitals:      
Maternity of Petion- Ville and Hospital General of Port-au-Prince. 
This simple system is designed to treat infants born with Respiratory 
Distress Syndrome (RDS) and other respiratory ailments of newborns 
that are major causes of mortality in infants, but especially         
premature infants. 

 In just two days, several infants were placed on the system and are 
doing very well. 

Neonatal course in Haiti  


